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25 January 2017 
 

Rev. Dr. Kathy Edmison 
 
Looking back over this past year, we have embraced many exciting opportunities 
for ministry in Wooler United Church. Three primary priorities continue to guide 
my work:  planning and leading Sunday worship and 
special worship services; finding creative ways to develop 
the ministry to children; and providing supportive pastoral 
care for those in times of transition and health crises. I also 
provide support to the UCW by attending their monthly 
meetings whenever possible. Likewise, I attend as many meetings of the Stewards 
as possible and try to help with the fund-raising activities of the congregation. I 
have greatly appreciated the assistance and support I have received from 
congregational members who have offered their services through the Session, the 
Stewards, the Worship Committee, and the Christian Education Committee. As 
the Strathdee hymn proclaims:  WE have this ministry! 

 
Worship 
 
I have been assisted in worship planning by Gwen Olson 
and Anne McMaster.  We have met several times 
throughout the year to plan the worship that follows the 
Revised Common Lectionary.  Following Easter, I offered 
a sermon series based on The Book of Revelation.  This 

was well-received and at some point, I will make copies of the sermons available. 
Anne takes responsibility for finding volunteers to read Scripture; Gwen operates 
the power point program that projects the worship service outlines.  On several 
occasions when I have been away, Gwen has also taken on the challenge of pulpit 
supply.  At our meetings, we discuss the hymn selections for the services and we 
make decisions about special worship activities such as communion.  Over this 
past year, we have been experimenting with several styles of delivery for the 
communion elements:  intinction (where the members of the congregation come 
forward to take bread and dip it in the cup) or delivery of the elements to the 
congregation in their pews (this has involved the purchase of the small plastic 
glasses).  For me, it was moving to use the original small glasses that are part of 
the collection of historical artifacts in the church.   
 



 

 

In the fall of this year, Gerri Wilson volunteered to provide leadership in sharing 
the “Minute for Mission” (using a United Church resource) on the 1st Sunday of 
each month.  As well, she has offered to help Anne with the task of recruiting 
scripture readers. 

 
Over the year, we celebrated several special services:  
Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, Anniversary Sunday 
(including music by Linda Walt and Gwen and Carolyn 
Olson), Memorial Sunday (All Saints), Remembrance Sunday, 
White Gift/Pageant Sunday, and Christmas Eve.  

Communion was celebrated on Easter, Pentecost, World Communion Sunday, and 
Christmas Eve.  Celebrating Communion 4 times per year satisfies the minimum 
requirement for United Church congregations. I would like to suggest that we also 
have communion on Anniversary Sunday, using the historic old glasses. 
 
Ministry for Children 
 
Children’s ministry continues to be an important focus at 
Wooler. Over the past year, the Christian Education committee 
has included Stephanie Richards, Susan Milligan, and Heather 
Walker.  When Heather and Graham moved to Kingston this 
fall, this created a vacancy in the committee.  The committee meets about 3 or 4 
times per year to plan special activities such as the Vacation Bible School and the 
congregational picnic. Stephanie provides leadership for the Sunday School and 
when she is unable to attend, Joan Dorland has provided coverage. 
 
The congregational picnic took place in June at the Mapleview Community Centre.  
It was well attended and included worship, games for the children, and a potluck 
lunch and Bar BQ.   
 
We offered a Vacation Bible School for 3 mornings in July.  The theme was 
“Rockin’ God’s World.” This year, 3 children from Carman United Church joined 
us.  
 
The “Inter Act” program was offered again for home school children. On 
Thursdays, up to 28 children have attended, taking advantage of programs in 
French, art, drama, and music (piano, organ, drums, pipes, etc.).   
The program also provides important opportunities for parents who are home-
schooling to meet with each other in supportive ways. 



 

 

 
On December 18, the Sunday School children were joined by 
several from the “Inter-Act” group in presenting a Christmas 
Pageant and White Gift Sunday. During Advent, the children 
collected coins to purchase food for the foodbank and these 
were offered as White Gifts following the pageant. 
 
Pastoral Care 
 

During the year, I have visited congregational 
members/affiliates in Trenton (at Crown Ridge, 
Seasons, and Trenton Memorial Hospital) in 
Belleville (Hastings Manor, Belmont Nursing Home, 
and Belleville General Hospital), and in Kingston 
(Armour Heights Nursing Home and Kingston 

General Hospital). In the summer, Bob and Linda Walt accompanied me to 
Hastings Manor, Belmont, and Crown Ridge to share communion with our 
members who are residents there. I have also visited congregational members in 
their homes.  Unfortunately, I have not been able to offer worship and/or 
communion at Golden Pond Retirement Residence in Codrington. I know this is 
much appreciated by the residents and will contact the home to arrange a date 
near Easter in April 2017. I always appreciate the assistance of members of the 
congregation who come along.   
 
It was a pleasure to be invited to lead worship at the McPhail Cemetery again this 
past year and to meet the many people who are committed to the maintenance 
of this sacred place in the community.  It was an honour to officiate at the 
following: 
 

• Weddings:  Kate McGee and Avi Craimer, Christina Brown and William Self 

• Funerals:  Susan Ferguson, George LaTour, Betty Self, Loretta Mabel 
Dunkley, Marg McMaster, 

 
Sherrilynn Mendonca and Brett Muraki, who moved to Wooler this past summer, 
have asked to be married in the church on March 17.  I had an initial meeting with 
them in November to begin planning their ceremony. 
 
Supervised Pastoral Education Unit  In September, I began supervising a unit of 
Supervised Pastoral Education that is sponsored by Bay of Quinte Conference. 



 

 

This group meets on Mondays at the church.  Six ministers enrolled for the 
program, although 1 decided to drop out due to family/work commitments.  To 
introduce the students to the Wooler community, they take turns providing 
leadership for the prayer for the monthly Soup and Sandwich. This program will 
graduate (with the equivalent of 2 postgraduate university credits) on Monday 
March 27 and all members of the congregation are invited to attend and 
celebrate with the group.  To this point in time, this program has been offered 
every other year by Bay of Quinte Conference; consequently, there is no plan to 
offer it in this coming year. 
 
Teaching for 2016 
 
I have been training a supervisor for Supervised Pastoral Education in Toronto at 
Baycrest.  He and his group of students will graduate on March 29.  At that point, 
he will be ready to write his professional papers for certification and once he 
attains this qualification, he will need no further supervision from me.  I have 
been contracted by Knox College, University of Toronto, to teach a program about 
pastoral care that will run for 8 Friday mornings during May and June. 
 
Continuing Education 

 
I continue to maintain professional connections with 
the Canadian Association for Spiritual Care (CASC); in 
this capacity, I serve on several provincial and 
national committees that deal with professional 
practice.  As well, I attend the national CASC 
convention.  In 2016, this convention was held in 
April in Vancouver.  The theme of the conference 

was Identity Narratives:  Rediscovering Our Professional Identity through Story. In 
2017, I am planning to attend the conference in Saskatoon from April 23-30. The 
theme this year is Critical Conversations: Bridges to the Future.  As part of my 
time in Saskatoon, I will be taking a day-long workshop in professional ethics 
which is required every 5 years as part of my recertification. 
 
 
Hills and Shores Presbytery 
I continue to be active in the Presbytery, attending regular meetings and working 
on the Ministry and Vocations Committee.  Earlier last year, 
several of the ministers in the Presbytery decided to try their 



 

 

hams…er, I mean hands…at acting and offered 3 productions of The Vicar of 
Dibley.  One of these performances was held in Wooler to an almost full house.  
The free will offerings (close to $5000) supported relief from Hurricane Matthew. 
 
In November, we hosted the Presbytery remit event – another opportunity to 
make use of our church building and to learn more about the important decisions 
that we face as a national church. 
 
UCW 
 
In October, the UCW hosted the Bay of Conference Presbyterial event – another 
time when the pews in the church were almost full!  I was invited to celebrate 
communion with the group in the afternoon. I hosted the UCW Christmas 
Luncheon in December. 
 
Looking Forward 
 
Most of you reading this report will be acutely aware of the increasing numbers of 
health challenges and life transitions experienced by our members, especially 
over the past few months. I know that many of you experience similar feelings in 
the face of these issues:  it’s heart breaking to hear of yet another difficult 
diagnosis and yet, it’s uplifting to observe the vital role faith 
can play in coping in the face of challenging circumstances. 
Although I continue to be deeply nurtured and fed by my 
relationship and ministry with the congregation and 
individuals associated with Wooler United Church, it seems 
obvious to me that we are on the brink of some very significant changes.  As we 
experience changes that are essentially beyond our control, we have several 
options.  We can ride the roller coaster, holding on tight as the turns of life 
unfold.  By contrast, we can embrace the coming changes as an opportunity to 
examine more closely and intentionally the way we operate as a congregation.   
 
Eckhart Tolle says, “When faced with a radical crisis, when the old way of being in 
the world, of interacting with each other and with the realm of nature doesn't 
work anymore, when survival is threatened by seemingly insurmountable 
problems, an individual life-form -- or a 
species -- will either die or become 
extinct or rise above the limitations of 
its condition through an evolutionary 



 

 

leap” (A New Earth: Awakening to Your Life's Purpose).  From a Christian 
perspective, I think the Easter story of Resurrection represents an example of an 
evolutionary leap where the human spirit is given hope that it can, indeed, rise 
above the limitations of its conditions.  As we move through the changes that will 
undoubtedly feel like insurmountable problems, I trust that we will step forward 
with faith and hope and love knowing that God is with us, dreaming a new 
creation beyond anything we can imagine. 
 
I look forward to what God has in store for us in this coming year and give thanks 
for this opportunity to join with you in sharing God’s message of love, joy, and 
hope. 
 
Blessings, 
Kathy 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk of Session report 
 Yours faithfully in Christ,  
Gwendolyn Olson 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Balance on hand  Jan. 1, 2016         $6,752.26 

                                 Interest                        1.68 
                             Memoriums            175.00 
 

Balance on hand Dec. 31, 2016       $6,928.94 
 

Donations were received in memory of Betty Self and Marlene Gooding. 
 

Submitted: Linda Walt 
 
 

 
 
 

                             
 
 
Ferguson, Susan Corrine  February, 2016 
LaTour, George Lewis  March, 2016 
Self, Betty Pearl   March, 2016 
Dey, Robert James   April, 2016 
Dunkley, Mabel Loretta  October, 2016 (Burial 2016) 
 

 
 

Marriages 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    Kathleen Lillian McGee to Avi Daniel Craimer          February 2016 
                    Christina Victoria Brown to William George Self       March 2016 

 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
 
 

MEMORIAL FUND 



 

 

On the first Wednesday of each month, up to 13 men join together at the kitchen 
of Wooler United Church, most of whom are not members of Wooler United. 
They comsume eggs, pancakes, waffles, bacon, sausages and toast. Ladies attend 
the Sweetheart's Breakfast in Feb.  
 
Jim Dorland is renowned for his coffee, Rick James' culinary skills with a fry pan 
and meat puts him in running for the show Masterchef, and Dick Deegan shows 
off his homemaking skills around the kitchen sink.  
 
The group welcomes all in the community and would enjoy adding 
to their morning out.  
 
Thanks to all for helping make these meals a success. 
 

Submitted by Bob Walt. 

 
 
 

 

 
Meat Pie & Can - Fund Raiser    

 

 

 
With the pie sales, as well as money received from crushed cans & bottles 
recycled, $1,776.80 was raised in 2016.  Also $500.00 was donated to the general 
account of the church, with the remaining monies being used to replenish & buy 
many items for the continuing upkeep of the church.  Salt for the water softener, 
detergent & rinse for the dish washer, items for the washrooms & many other 
small items needed throughout the year.   
 
Thanks for all the help & donations. Greatly appreciated, 
 

Jim Dorland 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Soup & Sandwich Fund Raiser   

 

Another year has passed with a very successful report 
on this fund raiser for the church.  A special thank-
you to everyone who donates & helps with this event. 
We could not carry on without this help.   
 

The total raised was $6,035.40. After expenses, $5,368.25 was deposited to the 
general account of the church. 

 Thanks again to everyone. 
  Roxie and Anne 

 

                                                                            

          

Wooler United Church Board of Stewards 

 
The board of stewards met on 6 occasions in 2016. As in recent years, Wooler 

United continued to be dependent on fund raising 
activities to fulfill its financial obligations, such as 
Chuckwagon supper, Ukrainian Supper and Roast Beef 

supper. 
 

 
Our kitchen and water systems were inspected by the Ministry of Health this past 
May, receiving a good report. Water tests are taken to Kingston 4 times a year. 
 

Thank you to the  members of the Stewards Committee for their help and support 
in our endeavours. 

Jim Dorland 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Ministry and Personnel 

The committee met 3 times to conduct yearly reviews, establish office hours and 
approve the minister for much needed holidays for a time to recharge. 

 

Submitted by Bob Walt 
 
 



 

 

Growing 
In Faith 

Together 

 
 
     
 
 
 

U.C.W. Report 
 

Friendship and faith are the cornerstones of the Wooler United Church Women. 
Meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month with an average attendance 
of 13. A light dessert is followed by business and a short program. 
 
We catered a major luncheon for the Bay of Quinte UCW, baked with great 
expertise, lots and lots of cookies for cookie trays, supplied a funeral luncheon, 
and certainly supported all the endeavors of the stewards. 
 
Our outreach programs included the Food Bank, Adopt a child, Diabetic Children, 
Almost Home, New Life Girls home to name a few. 
 
All women of the church family are most welcome to join us, and I wish you 
would. 

Linda Walt, President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wooler  U.C.W.   Financial Report  2016 
 
Receipts:     Expenses:   
Balance Forward   $ 1,370.66  Mission & Service   $  1,200.00  

Collection   $    795.85   Dues & Bursary   $     156.00  
Plant Sale   $    210.00   Memorial   $       25.00 
Catering                                         $ 3,220.00  Outreach& Comm   $     370.00  
Cookie Trays   $ 1354.80  Charities   $  1,460.00       

        

 Total   $  4,830.16      $  3,459.50 

         

                                                       Treasurer: Roxie Dorland 



 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Number giving by envelopes                 5                 

   Number giving by PAR      6   
  
   Amount by envelope           $ 1,085.25   

Amount by PAR                                $ 3,876.00  
 Amount by U.C.W.            $ 1,200.00  
                                               

                Total Mission & Service                        $6,161.25  
 

                                                                Karen Bates  
 
 

        

Wooler United Church – Investment Summary December 2015 
 

Manse Trust 
- Balance in Industrial Alliance account #0882309941 as at December 31, 

2015 = $96,438.10 
- Withdrawals of $600/month for 2016 (28th of the month).  
- Monthly Withdrawals  2004  $400 x 2   = $     800 

2005 $400 x 12   = $  4,800 
2006 $500 x 12  = $  6,000 
2007 $500 x 12  = $  6,000 
2008 $500 x 12  = $  6,000 
2009 ($500 x 9  = $  8,100 

+ $1,200 x 3) 
2010 $1200 x 12  = $ 14,400 
2011 $600 x 12  = $   7,200 
2012 $600 x 12  = $   7,200 
2013 $600 x 12  = $   7,200 
2014 $600 x 12     = $   7,200 
2015 $600 x 12     = $   7,200 
2016 $600 x 12       = $   7,200 

            Total   = $ 89,300 
 

- Net invested $97,448.46 - $89,300 = $8,148.46 
- December 31, 2016 value = $106,505.08 

 
Stephanie Richards, CFP    
Certified Financial Planner 



 

 

 

Envelope Steward Report 
 

PAR      9 people contributed through PAR    

 
Envelope:  26 envelopes were issued. 3 were not used. 
 
Givers:        $1       500          11 
                     500 - 1000           6 
                   1000 - 2000           3 
                   2000 -3000           2 
                   3000 +                   1 
 

Submitted by Bob Walt 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Trustees 

 

An engineer has been contacted and is interested in making contact in the spring 
to inspect the Bell Tower and advise us as to our options for repair, replace to 
eliminate the possiblility of future problems. 

 
Bank Balance   $8805.49 

 
 

Submitted by Bob Walt 

 

 
 

               
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Wooler United Church 
Bank Reconciliation Report  

Bank Balance December  $11,168.48 

           o/s chq  
   $160.00  
   $154.00 $995.75 
     

    $10,172.73 

Book Balance December                
                                                 

$10,172.73                                 

          
Other Fundraising Income 

  

Apple & Raspberry Pies    $2,005.00 
Chuckwagon Supper    $1,592.00  
Meat Pies & Cans       $   500.00     
Ukrainian Supper    $2,610.00  

                                                 
               $6,707.00 

          
Misc. Expenses 

 
   Palm Branches    $   40.00 
   Licensing     $ 160.39 

Gift Certificates         $  200.00                             
           $  400.39 
 
 
 

 
 

We have reviewed the Wooler United Church 
Financial Statements for 2016 Year End 

and have found them to be in order. 
 

_________________________________ 
 

_________________________________ 
 

Date______________________________ 
 
 

 



 

 

Contact Information 2017 
 
Minister     Kathy Edmison                        
Congregational Chairperson    David Dorland     
Church Secretary    Karen Bates     
Christian Education Coordinator  Stephanie Richards    
Clerk of Session    Gwen Olson     
UCW President    Linda Walt                
UCW Treasurer    Roxie Dorland     

Envelope Steward    Bob Walt      
Church Treasurer    Karen Bates     
Presbytery Representative   Linda Walt     
Conference Representative  Linda Walt     
Alternate Rep. (Presb. & Conf.)  Gwen Olson     

 
Stewards 
 

Jim Dorland   (Chair)   Margaret Gainforth   (honorary) 
Dean Milligan    Carol Lalonde    
Glenn Lalonde (Secretary)   Roxie Dorland    
Jim Putnam     David Dorland         
Susan Milligan            George Klem   
Joan Dorland        

Trustees 
 

Chair David Dorland     Peter Richards   
Bob Walt      Jim Dorland    
Dean Milligan      
 

Ministry and Personnel 
 

Dave  Dorland                      Bob Walt     
Carol Lalonde   

 
Worship Committee 

 

Gwen Olson     Rev. Kathy Edmison   
Anne McMaster      

Elders 
 

Doug DeMille     David Dorland     
Roxie Dorland     Gwen Olson     
Anne McMaster honorary  Ross McMaster  honorary 

Bob Walt     Linda Walt     
Jim Dorland     Margaret Gainforth  honorary 
Joan Dorland           

Christian Education  
 
Susan Milligan      Heather Wallker 
Stephanie Richards    

 



 

 

 


